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Hey Diddle Diddle, 
Fiddling With map - 

In ‘King’ and ‘Ruby and Oswald, Real-Life 
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By Tom Shales 

Dishes are running away with 
spouns again and the little dogs still . 
laugh. In the week ahead, television - 
networks once more will be having 
their merry and nefarious ways with 
recent reality, turning figures both 
revered and reviled into the comic* 
strip cutouts of pop melodrama and 
further endangering the concept of 
truth as a cultural value. 

Both “King,” a three-part biography 
of Martin Luther King 4r. which be- 
gins Sunday night on NBC, and “Ruby 
and Oswald,” a three-hour drama spe- 
cial on CBS tonight, intercut actual 
newsreel footage with questionable 



speculative reenactments and thereby 
tell viewers that on television, fantasj 
and reality should be regarded ai 
equals. :r *" *\ • ; " 'V 

“King,” which is really Hollywppt 
liberal Abby Mann's six-hour love let 
tec to himself, at least., manages 
pack some dramatic waUop,* flowevei 
parasitically generated, as it traces the: 
history of the civil rights movemen 
from the early ’50s onward. Iq the 
course of this, however, there ar» 
such dubious injections of authentic 
ity as having Ramsey Clark and Ton: 
Bennett play themselves. 

, You didn’4 >now Tony Bennett hat 
a role In the civil rights movement' 
Why, ’he was nothing less than a guea 
star. When you’re stretching th 
truth, you might as well pull with al 
your might 

The best protection against a pr« 
gram like “Ruby and Oswkld,” 01 
Channel 9 at 8 o’clock tonight, may b 
Its own absolute lack of dramati 
tension; it ploddingly attempts to dr 
pict nearly every waking moment <t. 
Lee Harvey Oswald, the accused ai 
sassin of President Kennedy, and Jap 
Ruby, the assassin of Lee Harvey Oi 
wald, during four days In Dallas i 

‘ ■ • Sep AIR, B3, Col. h 

**Ruby and Oswald** : Frederic 
Forrest top , as Lee Harvey 
Oswald and Michael Lerner : y ; 


as Jack Ruby . 





